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Co-Oqdrhcdmsr­ Mnsdr 

Dear AWIS Members, 

 

Summer has finally arrived in the Puget Sound! We hope that you are enjoying the warm summer days 

and that your summer includes a little time to relax and recharge with family and friends. This edition of the 

newsletter focuses on careers in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industry, and we are pleased to 

present articles highlighting the experiences of professionals in our region and current developments in the 

field. 

 

Fran Solomon, a co-founder of Seattle AWIS, shares her experience as a participant in a career panel 

and Generations Luncheon at the University of Oregon in Eugene. This event highlighted the experiences of 

women in science and provided an opportunity for female scientists to build connections with the next 

generation of scientists. Fran will be serving as a mentor to a group of women who are interested in starting 

a Eugene chapter of AWIS.  

 

We are excited to have Paramita Mookherjee share her experience in making the transition from 

academia to industry. Paramita details her path as she made the move from a postdoc at the University of 

Washington to a scientist at Amgen. 

 

Looking to network with other professionals in the biotechnology industry? Donôt miss Aarthy 

Vallurôs feature on social e-networks. Aarthy gives us an introduction to the world of social networking 

and describes key websites and opportunities that shouldnôt be missed! 

 

Ashley Atwood brings us all up to speed on the latest in science, medical, and engineering news from 

around the nation and the world. Be sure to also check out Ashleyôs column highlighting the most recent 

biotechnology/pharmaceutical industry and therapeutic development news!  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the authors who have contributed to our newsletter 

over the past year. If you are interested in writing for our newsletter or becoming more involved with 

Seattle AWIS, please let us know! Once again, we thank you for your continued support of AWIS, and we 

look forward to seeing you at our fall programsðplease keep your eye on our website 

(www.seattleawis.org) for details!  

 

Have a fantastic summer, 

 

Amie Siegesmund & Marissa Braff  
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Scholarship 

Committee Final 

Report for 2008 -2009  
 By Fran Solomon 

 

 

The Scholarship Committee wants to thank ZymoGenetics, 

Inc., for again contributing $3000 to the Seattle AWIS 

scholarship fund this year. We appreciate ZymoGeneticsô 

continuing long-term support of the AWIS scholarship program. 

Three of the scholarships that will be awarded in the fall will be 

named in honor of ZymoGenetics. 
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We also enthusiastically thank the following AWIS members for their recent 

donations to the scholarship fund: Lee Dorigan, Jean Feagin, Ann Jordan, Julie Lutz, 

Cathy Manner, Susan Robinson, Peggy Smith, Fran Solomon, Carol Thompson, and 

Reitha Weeks. Thanks also to the outstanding April chapter meeting speaker Linda 

Zuckerman, Vice President, PreClinical Development, ProFibrix, Inc., for her generous 

contribution to the fund. Everyone who contributed to the scholarship fund this year is 

making a difference in the lives of young women who aspire to science, math, and 

technology careers.  

 

Despite the economic recession that affected the total size of the 2009 scholarship 

fund, the Scholarship Committee is happy to announce that we will award scholarships 

to six outstanding future scientists. The scholarships will be presented at the September 

2009 chapter meeting. The scholarship recipients and the universities that they will 

attend in the fall are: 

 

Natalie Byman, University of Washington 

Julia Chu, University of Washington 

Jen Groves, Central Washington University 

Kristen Meyer, Washington State University/Tri Cities 

Lindsay Poston, Gonzaga University 

Rosa Parks, University of Washington 

 

We congratulate these scholarship recipients and look forward to honoring them in 

person. Biographical profiles of each recipient will appear in the fall 2009 AWIS 

newsletter.  
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By Carol Thompson 

 

Life at SeattleĴs Newest Biotech 
Company: ProFibrix, Inc 
 

 

     n 2008, ProFibrix, a biotechnology company based in the Netherlands, announced that 

it was opening a subsidiary in Seattle. ProFibrix creates products based upon human 

recombinant fibrinogen for the treatment of acute and severe bleeding. In April, Dr. Linda 

Zuckerman spoke to Seattle AWIS about joining one of the newest biotechs in town.  

 

Dr. Zuckerman received her Ph.D. in immunology from the University of Chicago. 

She then spent four years as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of California, San 

Francisco (UCSF) studying T cell development using knockout mouse technology. After 

her postdoctoral training, she began searching for jobs and explored several options, 

including public policy. In the end, she joined Genentech, Inc. in 2000. At Genentech, she 

was a scientist in the BioAnalytical Methods Development Group, where she worked on a 

variety of assays for the Raptiva® Program. When her husband got a job in Seattle only a 

year later, the subsequent four months of the San Francisco-to-Seattle commute convinced 

her to look for positions in the Pacific Northwest.  The commute itself played a fortuitous 

role in this. As she took her seat on the plane to Seattle, she engaged in a conversation 

with her neighbor on the plane about her job search, only to find that he was employed in 

Seattle biotech and willing to take a look at her resume. As she walked off the plane and 

I 
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